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U.S. CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES: CURRENT
CONDITIONS AND RECENT TRENDS

INTRODUCTION

"U.S. Children and Their Farhilies: Current Conditions and Recent
Trtnds" bogins our assessment. of fhe conditions in which American,
children, youth, atd families now live.

These tables shosl that dramatic changes in the living situations
of families and children are taking place. creating ncw pressures on
families and new demands on `our institutions. It seems likely that
our children will be shaped, by enyironments much different than
our own.

This compilation is not intended to be comprehensive, nor does it
use every statistical series available. It includes only those data for*
which there,are reasonably reliable national measures. Nel erthekss,
it should, be noted that national data often mask re.gional and local
differences.

There are important facts that should be included to, draw a more
complete picture of children and families, but these data are not
available. Basic national statisths are not collected for such groups
as handicapped and ado'pted children, foster children, 'and children
of immigrant workers. More complete figures are needed on abused or
neglected children an*youth. There is also a need for more definitive
national information on various ethnic groitps.

The goal of the Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Families
is to develop an up-to-date prOfile of the trends of the last several
decades so that we can be(rin to stiy : This is where the nation stands
with regard to the financial status of .families, changes in the work-
force, the number of children living with Only one parent, ihe health
and educational status of children, etc. We will,then be better able
to determine which areas and-, issues most require our consideration.

The publi( has been seekini some shape and focus for issnes'affect-- ,

ing children. youth. and families. Members of Congre.% join in that
search, knowing that a solid information base is essential to sensible
policy choices which address the causes, not simply the symptoms,
of problems. We are pleased that this first report of the Se)ect CtSm-
mittee on Children, 'Youth, and Families, provides a step in ihat
direction.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTR

The Committee wishes to thank Child Trends, Inc. for, compiling
this' report. Child Trends is a not-for-profit research organization
dedicated to improving the scope, quality, and use of statistical
information about children.

Their preparation of this report was made possible by t grant for
core support from the Foundation for Child Development and
grant from the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation.

GEORGE MILLER,

DAN MARRIOM
Ranking MinoriO Metaber.
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POPULATIbN. ',
. ., .

- 1: lluabax_sa_ChIldlenja_asta_had_lagn. The total number of children haft
'Tanen since the emrly 1970s.but is projected to rise soiewhat during the

L.. 1980s. The number of preschool children has,already begun tO increase, and is
projected to increase further by the end of this decade. Tbe number of
teenagers'will continue to decline through 1990. Tbe number of black children
has remained Stable througA the 1970s. but 411 rise :lightly in the mos%

=Watt 111..1111110a

1222 1212 inn 1221
(projected)

Total Aged 0-17 64.2 69.6 63.7 62.7 64.3
,>

Age .

, 0 - 5 24.3 21.7:0 19.6 20.6 23.0

7, 1)12-217 . 18.2 24.1 23.3 22.3 19.5
21.7 24.6 20.7 19.8 21.8

Race
White 55,5 59.1 52.5 51.4
Non-white 8.7 10.6 11.1 11.3

Black NA 9.5 9.4 9.5

Note: 'Non-white" refers to Mll races; other than white, and inclArs
blacks. Indians. Japanese, Chinese, and any other race expo

* white. Illactm pomprise the great majority of non-whites. 4
Peoplcof 5penish origin4can be of any race. 0e4

A Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census. 'Projections of the Population of the
United States: 1982 to 2050," raux.saLingidatlan_Rastatta, Series
P251 No. 922, Table 2 (middle seriis projections); "Preliminary
Bsermates of the Population of th.,united States by Age. Sex and
aacc4 1970 to 1981 Current Pooulakion Report', Series P25, No.
917. Table 1; 1970 Consus,volumo. "Characteristics of the Popula-
tion. U.S. Summary. Table 52; 1960 Census volume. 'Characteristics
of the population. U,S. Summary," Table 155. y

5).0
12.4
10.3

v

^

A

*4.
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1. 2. Fertility Rates Since the post-World War II baby boom, fertility rates
have fallen dramatically amonglboth non-whites and whites. The fertility rate

remains higher among non-whites.

Fertility Rate (Live Birth. per 1_,Z710 -N'kolten Aged 15-44)

Ind inn 1.2.1Q i ii8 i L9.112

P Total 106 118 88 67 68 68 . 68

White 102 113 84 63 65 HA NA
Non-white 137 154 113 89 89 HA NA

Black NA, 154 115 89 88 HA NA

r
. .

Source: National Centee for Health Statistics. Mital_EtatiAtigg_gf_thg
Pnitrd Rtate1, Annual Natality Volumes for 1950, 1960, 1970 and
1975. licifhlyYitAl_StAtitraps_Re.pstzt, Advance Report 'Final
Natality statistics. 1980. lionthly Vital Statistic% Report,
'Annual Summary oft:firths. Death2. Marriages and Divorces for 1981';
lionthlv Vital Statistycs Recort,`,Mirths. Marriages. Divot.ces and
Deaths for 1982.'

3. lipaPgy_a_liathi. Although the fertility rate has temained low, as the
children of the baby boom hav2 grown up and become parents themSelves. the
annual number of births has bignn to rise.

aixthr_lin_thinaandai

1211 1,11 '1112 1211 1221, 1221 1.911 All 1112

yotal 3.632 4,097 4,258 3.760 3,731 3,144 3,612 3,646 3.704

White 3.108 3.485 3,601 3",124 3,091 2,552 2,899 NA NA
Non-whits 524 613 657 636 640 592 714 HA NA
Black MA NA 602 581 572 '512 590 NA NA'

01'

Source, National Center for Elealth Statistics Vital Statiptics of tha
naltp4 Atatra, Annual Natality Volumes ft); 1950, 1960, 1970 and
1975. Monthly Vital Itatistict Report, Advance Report 'Final
Natality Statistics, 1980'4 Honthlv Vital_Statistics llemortr
'Annual Summary of Births, Derkths, Wirriages andTivorces for 1881';

Unthi.Y_Sitilitt.tAttisiLitusal, 'Births, Marriages, Divorces and
Deaths for 1982.
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than quadrupled since 1,50.
risen, the npmber of births
proportion of children born
over half of all births now

4

The number of babies born outside marriagchas more
While the number of births to unmarried women has
to married women has declined. Thus, the
outside marriage bas been rising. Among blacks,
ocotr to unmarrie0 women..

Number in thousanda

Percent of all birth*
Total
Wt.
Nln-white

Black

1252

142

4.0%
1.7

16.8
NA

put-Of-Wedlock Births

122.1

598

.17.1%
9.4
484
5.4.7

UAW'

18
IC610.

48.5'
55.3

12A2 12211 UZI

.224 399 448

5.3% 10.7% 14.2%
2.3 5.7 7.3

21.6 34.9 44.2
NA 37.6 48.8

*The 1980 numbers are produced by a new methodology.

Sources National Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics of the
United States, Annual Natality Volumes for 1950, 1,60, 1970 nd
1975; Ronthlv Vital statistics Revert, *Advance Report of Final
Natality Statistics, 197,,* and °Advance Report of Final Natality
Statistics, 1980.*

s'

so.
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5. pouneholdn with Children Families with children are a decreasing
Nr.N22L11011 of all houpeholds.

Total number of Auseholds

Percent of households
Family Households 81.2% - 73.1%
Married couple. no children 30.3 30.1
Mariied couple. children 0-17 40.3 29.3
Male householder, children 0-17 45.3% 0.5 37.1% 0.
Female householder, children 0-17 .4.5

1 8

7.0
Other families, without children 5.6 5.8

Non-family Household' 18.8 ' 26.9

Tiatal_112usalisasia_and
prrcent Distribution_ey

Tylaug-latiathad
Ink 3.212

63.4 mil. 83.5 mil.

Note: The Bureau oi the Census defines a family as a group of two or more
persons residing together andlielated by birth, marriage, or adoption.
A 11211AAhnid consists of all those persons who occupy a housing unit.
It includes related family members, and all unrelated persons, if any.
A person living alone in a housing unit or a gfoup of untelated
persons sharing a housing unit is counted as a houSehold. A -

knunnhnislen is usually the person, or one of the persons, in whose
name the home is owned or rented. If there fs no such person in 6te
household, the householder can be any adult household member.

Sources U.S. Bureati of the Census. 'Household and Family Characteristicss
March 1981.* Current Poulation Renorti, Series P20, No. 371, Table Al
unpublished data from the March. 1982 Current Population Survey. 4.

I

20-830 0 - 83 - 2

4.
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6 Zenar.mattadestinale.a. The number of families with children under 18 has
been increasing, specially those headed by fema)ps. The,proportion of
families headed by women has risen among blacks and, whites but remains
substantially higher among blacks..

}lumber of Families With Children Under 18 (in millions)

12211 12611 1262

Total families
Female-headed

White families !
Female-headed

Black families
Female-headed

26.66 28.81 30.52 31.01
1.89 2.93 5.34 5.67

23.26 25.54 26.16 26.24
1.39 2.00 3.51 3.93
2.40 2.98 3.73 3.92'
.50 .91 1.75 1.82

percent Femele-Beaded*

Total Families 7% 10% . 14% 19%

Black /(!47 468 .

30
13

2
15White

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, statiiticiLithataira_a_ths_unita
States. 1982-81, Table 73; unpublished data from the March, 1982
Current Population Survey.

0.

i
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7. littandityyn_anyLrayitaia_City_ittjadyma Nearly forty percent of all
children under14 years'Of age live in the suburbs of metroRolitan areas.
Black,children are more than twice as likely as white children to live in the
centol cities of metropolitan aaaaa . However, the proportion of black
,chi1dAn living in Auburbs has Increased in recent years.

lataanglIkan_infLtentriLLity_auidpga, ,

All children under 14 years
Living in metropolitan areas

''- Inside central cities

12.7A

27.6% 26.8A
Outside central cities 39.1 39.4

Living ih non-metropolitan 33.3 33.8

White children under 14 years
Living in metropolitan areas

Inside central cities 22.1% 21.3%
Outside central crties 42.8

. 42.9
'Living in non-setropolitan aaaaa 35.1

Black children Undwr 14 years
Living in metropolitan areas

Inside centrall cities 57.1% 55.7% '
Outside dentrml cities 18.0 20.0

Living'in nonIwitropolitan areas 24.9 24.3

Notes Metropolitan areas for both years are the 243 skandard setropolitall
statistical aaaaa as defined in the 1970 Census Oublications.

. .

Sources U.S. Bureau of the Ceosus, Current Population Report'. Seribs P23,
.No. 66r,Table Sy Series P23, No. 114, Table 6.

4
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FAMILY ENVIRONMENT

1. flijayjayAng_hudaszenti. As of 1962, 14 million young people -- or 22
percent of all children under 16 -- were living in a single parent family with
either their mother or father. Some 23 million'yotng people -- or 37 percent
of all U.S. children under 16 -- were livingin something other than a family
where both biological parents were present.

gaild_lixes_mith:

11...LChildan_lIndeLli._19.42
Number Percentage oi

IiLitillian11 All_Childten
Both biological parents 39.3 631 :

Mother only 12.5 20
Father only 1.2 2
One biological parent and

one stepparent 6.2 10
Ttio,adoptive parents 1.2 2
Grandparents or other relatives 1.6 2
Foster parents, other non -relatives,

or in Institution ilai _1
Totalt' 62.4 1001

Source: Calculated from.unpublished data from the March. 1962 Current
Population Survey, data, U.S. Bureau of the Census. Proportions
adopted apd living with remarried parents estimated from
the 1976 and 1961 National Surveys of Chirdren, and from Paul Glick
.*Children of Divorced Parents io4Demographic Perspective. itouroal
'} of Social...Issue', al, 170-192, ra79.
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2. Bumber of Parents The proportion of children living with just their
mother has risen among whites and blacks,,but remains higher among black
children. Fewer than half of all black children live in two-parent families
and nearly one in leven lives with neither parent.

D.s. Children Under lp (percent distribution)

Percent living with:

nit&
LIZA 12.12

'Slack

MA 1212Laza 1212

Two parenta 84.9% 75.0% 89.2% 80.8% 58.1% 42.4%
Mother only 10.7 20.0 7.6 15.3 .29.3 47.2

DivoAced 3.3 6.2 3.1 6.0 4.6 9.6
Separated 4.7 °5.6 2.8 4.3 16.2 13.6
Never married 0.8 4.4 0.2 1.6 4.4 20.6
Widowed 2.0 1.8 1.7 1.5 4.2 3.3

Lather only 1.1 1.9 0.9. 1.9 2.2 2.0
Neither parent 3.3 3.1 2.2 2.0 10.4 8.4

Notes Children living with two parents include about 10 percent of children
living with a parent and stepparent and 2 percent living with adoptive
parenta (as of 1982). Children living with neither parent include
those living with relatives other than thaii parents, with non-
relatives, or in institutions. The small number a children main-
taining their awn households are not included.

Sources U.S. Bureau of the Census,
1962-61, Table 761 and unpublished data from the march, 1962 Current
Population Survey.
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3 Children in Female -Headed Household'. The increase in the number of'
children living only with their mothers has been due to an increase in divorce
and out-of-wedlock childbearing. The number of children living with a divorced
mother more than doublea between 1970 and 1982, while the number living with an
unmarried mother in d by a factor of more than five. (Some of the latter
change. however, is due to improvements in survey coverage and data coding.)
The number livinf with & widowed mother fell by about 17 percent. *

Child lives with
1214

% Chang*
11211=121112arathez_whsLit:

Divorced 2.3 mil. 50. mil. +122%
Separated 2.3 3.1 + 33%
Never married 0.5 2.8 +431%
Widowed 1.4 A.1 - 17%

Total children'living with
mother only 7.5 mil. 12.5 mil. + 48%

Source: D.S."Bureau of the Census, 'Marital Status and Living Arrangements:.
March 1981,* current Population H000rta, Series P20, No. 372, Tible.D,
unpublished data from the March, 1982 Current Population Survey.
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4. Number of_chfldren Per ninny. The proportion of families with 3 or more

children has fallen sharply for all families. Thre has been a corresponding
rise in the proportion of families with no childrn or only one child.

11.

sfCun_Clikken_iladAL1Listara_Cld

All families
No children
1 child .
2 children
3.children
4 or more children

Black fimilies
No children
1 child
2 children
3 children
4 or more children

MA

43%
IS
IS

I 21

'44%
16
13

1 28

12E5

43%
IS
17
11
11

40%
17
14
10
18

1222

44%
IS
17
11
10

38%
18
15
10
IS

2,25

46%
20
IS
9
7

37%
22
17
11
14

122,

47%
21
18
9

4

37%
23

, 20
11
8

1212

48%
21
19
8
4

381
23
20
10
8

.1211

484
21
18
8
4

398
23
20
10
. 8

0

Notes. *an children* includes biological. lid6joted, and step-children,
Tbe figures reprefent a cross-section of families at a given
point in time. andras such do not reflect the distribution of
families by the number of children they will ultimately have.
tor example. while 48% of families had no children in 1881, many
of these families previously had or subsequently will have one
or more children. Because the vast majority of U.B. families are
white, the percent distributions for white families are very dos,
to those for all families and so art not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the toms, tLAtieticil_WALeCt_a_thej&Xted
/States. 1882-11, Table 70.

1 6

=-4...4
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5. EducationALiazinti. The level of educational attaAnment among parents of
school-aged children bas been rising, especially among blacks; however the
educational level of black beads of households still lags behind that of
whites.

Child's
School

221,11.

22 or More Years of Education

=Lai =ACES

_1/111- 1121 1121 1222 1122 1221

Elementary 62%

.1121

71% 66% 75% - 36% 51%
_sigh School 59 70 63 74 30 45

Source: 1979 data frog U.S. Bureau of the Census, eSocial and Economic
Characteristics of Studints,* rausinLicatalatimitusata, Series .

P20, No. 360, Table 11. 1970 data fres U.S. Bureau of the Census,
*School inrollaent: October 1970,* current PopulationAtenorts,
Series P20, Mo. 222, Table 12. .

6. lardwalmuasamni. The proportion of Children with mothers in the labor
force has increased dramatically over the last decade.

Zwantisti_af-SlildrinAith

Lt2S1 11111 1211 1M
All children under 18 394 53% 54% 55%
Childern 0-5 29 43 45 46
Children 6-17 43 7 St 59

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, NEM, 'Self of.Mation's Children lave
Working Bothers,' November 15, 19$1, Table 1; J, Marital and ,

Family Characteristics of Workers. March 19E0, December 9, 1990,
Table 4; and unpublished data from the 'Bureau of Labor Statistics.

4

1 7
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/ A2theLf_a_naillal_Btalus_Anklaymat, Divorced and separated mothers are
moie likely to be in the libor force and to be unemployed than are married
motheri.

percentage of Mothers percentage of Mother&
ILlattoLlgastt

Mother's Marital Status
and Age of Children

All mothers

mu 1121 11,11 1112 1121 1121

Children 0-5 32.2% 38.9% 46.6% 49.9% $.2% 14.4%
Children 6-17 only 51.5 54.8 64.4 65.8 5.0 7.7

Married
Children 0-5 30.3 36.6 47.8 4$.7 7.8 13.9
Children 6-17 only 49.2 52.3 62.5 63.2 4.7 7.2

Separated
Children 0-5 45.4 49.1 51.0 55.2 13.3 23.7
Children 6-17 only 60.6 59.0 70.0 64.4 5.9 12.8

Divorced
'Children 0-5 63.3 65.6 65.4 67.2 5.2 10.4
Children 6-17 only 82.4 80.1 83.4 $3.6 6.5 '9.1

1111 1112

10.2% 12.9%
6.7 8.2

8.2 10.1
5.3 7.0

20.2 20.1
14.2 14.6

10.3 13.5
7.1 9.2

Note, Data are for March of each pent. The labor force comprises al1
persons classified as employed or unemployed. Employed persons
are those at work in a job4or'business, or who have a job or
business from which,they are temporarily absent due to such
factors as illness, vacation, and labor disputes. Unemployed
persons are those who do not have a job or business but have
made specific efforts to find a job in the last-four weeks, or
are,waiting to return to an old job or report to a new one.

Source, U.S: Bureau of the Census fitatiatical_lihmtrAct_a_tat_unitms1
/Mates. 1982-81, Table 638 and fthatiaticEl_fthstrAELSIL.LIA_UniLtd
Btatem. 1081, Table 6531 and unpublished data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

20-830 0 - 83 -3

40
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$. Child Care Arrangements Children ender six years with eaployed mothers
are more likely to be cared for outside their own home in recent years.
particularly If their mothers work full-time.

114

Mother Employed Full-time

lInslaxBiLiihalinsitaagyst _Math=
12ucant-Itatzikutign1

1251 12 1.5 hi
Care in Child's Some 56.6% 47.2% 28.6%

By father 14.7 10.3 10.6
Other 41.9 36.9 18.0

Cart in Another Home 27.1 37.3 47.4
'Relative 14.5 17.6 20.8
Non-relative 12.7 19.6 26.6

Group Cart Center 4.5 62 14.6
Other Arrangements 11.8 . 7.4 9.3

Mother Employed Part-time

Care in Child's Rome NA 47.0% 42.7%
By father 22.9 23.1
Other 24.2 19.6

Care in Another Bose NA 17.0 MS
Relative 9.1 13.2
Non-relative 7.9 15.6

i,
Group Care Center
Other Arrangements

NA
NA

2.7
33.2,

1r
9.1

19.4

Sources Calculated from U.S. Bureau of the Census, 'fronds in Child Care
Arrangements of Working Mothers Current Population Steuart*, Series
P23, No. 117, Table A.

1
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1. Mailth_lamily..../Acral. When corrected for inflation, the median family
incom6 of children living in families rose fro* 1964 to 1,70 was relatively
stable through the 1,70s but feIl slightly in 1,80 and 1981. Children living
in husband-wife families enjoy nearly three.times the familysincOme of children
in mother-only families.

Current &llarm

Ufa 112.11 Ltil all 1911 1211

I.

All,types of faWilies $ 6.711 810,227 813,815 819,732 820,939 1220041
lusband -wife families NA 11,041 15,534 22,258 23,846 25,636
Mother -only families, RA 4,145 5,501 ,7,734 7,938 8,653

Constant (1,81) dollars

All types of families 118,678 i23,854 423,514 424,724 123,111 122,041
laiband-wife families NA 25,860 26,250 21,868 26,318 25,636
Nother-only families NA 8,708 9,256 5,681 8,761 8,651

Note: Date are for related childien under 18, that'is biological, step-,
and adopted children of the householder, and any other children
related to the householder by Blood, marriage, ot adoption. The
medians are based on children. That is, each child is characterised
by the income of its family, and the median for all children is
camputed. Thus, of all childten living in families in 1881, half

, wer In families with an income greater than 622,041, and half were
in families with a lower income. Mother-only families are those
paying a female household4r with no husband present. Constant
dollars are calculated on the basis of the Consumer Price Index,
U.S. Bureau of the Census, statiAticaLaitlaa_d_thipnitiaitatim,
1422-2, Table 797.

46ource8 Calculated from U.S. lureau of the Census, faugint-2clitulation
41E4Oeries PiO, NO.11, Table 5; No. 80, Table 1,1 No. 105,

41 No. 132, Tables 16,17,30; No. 137, Table 27; 1,23, No. 114,
Table 42.

2
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2. : . The median family income
of white children is half-again as much as that of children of Spanish origin,
and twice that of black children. Some of the overall income difference
between black and white children is due to the greater proportion of black
children living in mother-only families.

ChildLin-1111111LaL_-1,22.2

All types
cF Familial

BUsband-Mife
ramiliat

?toiler -Only
Zaailiat

All children $19,732 $22,258 $7,734
%

White 21.058 22,714
Black 10.675 17,369 6.565
Spanish origin 14,067 16,543 5,934

Note: Related children under 18 include'biological. step-, and adopte4
children of the householder, and any other children related to the
householder by blond, marria e, or a The medians are based
on children (see notes, prev ous The category 'Spanish
origin' includes persons of he n. Puerto Rican. Cuban, Central or
South American, and other Span h origin. Origin is determined by
asking 'What is (this person, origin or descent?' Persons of
Spanish origin may be of any r ce. Notherenly families are those
having a female householder wi no h present.

Source, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Series,1,23,
No. 114, Table 42.

21.
4 .4
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3. Chilar-ttLin_lineity Children are more likely than any other age group to
be living in poverty. While the proportion of children vho are poor decline(
sharply in the 1960s, it has risen throughout the 19705. The proportion of
elderly vho are poor declined during both decades. Black children are
especially likely to be living in poverty. 4

4*

Perceotage below poverty level

Related children under 18

1251 lila 1171 Ltt11 1111

All children 26.9% 14.8 16.8 , 17.8 19.5%

White 20.6 10.5 12.5, 13.4 14.7
Black . 65.3 41.5 41.4 42.1 44.9
Spanish origin NA. NA 33.1 33;0 35.4

'Persons, 65 or older 35.2 24.5 15.3 15.7 15.3

Persons of all ages
-

22.4 12.6 12.3 13.0 14.0

Percentage below 125% of
'poverty level

Related children under 18
All children . 37.9% 20.8% 23.1% 23.7% 25.5%

White 31.6 15.5 18.1 18.7 20.2
Black NA 52.3 51.2 49.8, 53.1
Spanish origin NA NA 44.5 44.5 44.9

Persons 65 or older NA 53.9 26.4' 25.7 25.2

Arsons of all age* 31.1 17.6 .17.6 18.1 19.3

Sote: Related children under 18 include biological. step-, and adopted
children of the householder, and any other children related to the
householder by bloody marriage, or adoption. The poverty leve1 is

, based on money income and does'not reflect receipt of non-cash
benefit* such as food stamps. Different levels are set according
,to the size and composition of the family. The levels are revised
each year to.reflest changes in the Donsumr Price Index. In 1981
the average poverty level for a family of four vas t9,287.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, guriellt-hattalt.inn_ilientl Series P60,
No. 133, Tables 1,2; P60, No. 134, Tables 15,16.
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4. M.

After rising in the 19606 and early 1970s, the proportion of 0.8. children
receiving APDC has stabilised. One in B children receives some assistance from
APDC.

Earaiiinsi_AZDC s

1/15 127Il ink an
Percentage 3.5% 4.5% 8:7% 11.9% 11.9% 11.3%

Note: Data ace for December of each year.

Souncee U.S. Bureau of the Census, dtaniatinaLlinatnant_g_thaiininad
,Atates. 1981, Table 5591 iitektistjual_Abitziat_bf_theJliatId
Atates. 1982-a, Tables 27,554.

5: A/DC Ilioibility Primary eligibility for receiving AFDC is deeermined by
a means test. Among those circumstances contribUting to income-tested
ligibility, divorce and separation continue to rank highest. Both marital
disruption and out-of-wedlock birth are increasing causes of poverty-related
eligibility.

Divorce/separation
Out-of-wedlock
Father deceased
Father unemployed
Father incapacitated
'Other

SOurCet

o'

Sociaa Security

,SwgsaLsliatribaLisa).

LIU
27.4%
27.9
5.5
'Cs

. 11.7
12.9

44.7%
374
2.2
4.1
5.3
5.9 A

Administration.,079 Reciolant characteristic&
, Table lit

ejid /inclines of the 1969 AMC Study. Pirt I. penographic and
, Table 13.

v.
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46. hon-CaehlieneHtm. While childhood poveity pergAsts, ,the character of
poverty is affected by the availability of,a numbervbf non-cash benefits.

One-guarter of households with children 0-18-receive lone or more of the four
main means-tested non-"gash benefits -- free -cm reduced-price schoqi lunches,
food stamps, Medicaid, and subsidized housing. The proportions of households
receivin4 each benefit. as well as receiving-any of these benefits, have
changed little in the last few years.

percentage of Households Witht. Chi1skraL0m18 istrai2ing_lienalit

MI WA 1211

schrrge.or reduced-price school lunches 14.68 16.18 15.78
rdod,stamps 11.8 13.1 13.5.
Medicaid,. 12.1 12.7 13.0
Suksidlzed housing 3.5 3.8 4.2

One or more of the atove benefits 23.4 25.0 25.0

tourcet Calculated from U.S. Bureau of the Census, roaLLIALagulation_ReDsatti,
Series P60, No. 135, Table 1.

2,i
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7. Chlld_SRDiDES. Barely one third of women with childrin Under 21 whose
fathers are absent receive child support paybents from the absent fathers. The
average amounts reCeii,ed are small among all groups. Bo.th the likelihood of
support and the amount of support are highest when the mothet is legally
divorced, is whiteNlor has a college edUcation.

All women with minor
children from an

Number
in .U.S.

Population
(in millions)

Pircent
Awarded
Child
Support
puxignmi

Percent Who
Received-Any
sausi.susamt,

Mean
Annual
Support

Encnived*

absent father 7.1 mil. 59% ' 35% 81.799

Number of own children

One child 3.6 mil. 55% 30% 81,288

Two children 2.1 65 42 1,995

Three children 0.8 62 36 2,528
Pour children or more 0.5 57 34 2,752

Current'Marital Status

Divorced 2.4 mil. 80% 52% ' 81051
Remarrie4 2.0 77 A 39 1,602
Separrated 1.3 45 27 1.906
Never married 11 6 976

Race and Spanish Origin

White 5.1 mil. 71% 43% 81.861
slack 1.9 29 14 1,294
Spanish origin 0.5 44 24 1,318

Educational Attainment

Less thmn 12 years 2.4 mil. 46% 23% 81.503
High school graduate 3.2 64 38 1.664
Some college 1.1 69 43 2,089
College graduate 0.5 71 52 2,574

*By those Who received any support.

Noteg Own children includes boerbiological and adopted children.

Soutcmg Calculated from U.S. Bureau of the Census, nu.Lent_papulAtion_Etessizta
Series P23, No. 112, Table B.

1,:,

2°5
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EDUCBTION a

1. Acha211Ara11aint School enrollment has declined since 1970,
reflecting the decline in the school-aged population. The proportion
nrolled in private schools has remained fairly stable. The PrOPOLtionof
preschool children enrolled in nursery or other school* rose shirply during
the 1970s.

Inrollment in grades K-12 in
regular public 4 private
schools (1,0000'

Enrollmont in School&

Lit(1. 19A1

51,272 49,791 46,013 45,190
s -Enrollment in private schools

as a percent of total nrollment
Grades K-8 11.14 10.8% 11.7% 11.6%
Grades 9-12

Percent enrolled in school by age
9.0 8.3 1.3 9.8

Ages 3-4 20.54 31.59 36.7% 36.0%
Ags 14-17 94.1 93.6 93.4 94:1

Notes Private school enrollment percents for 1975 and 1981 are based on
estimated data.

Sources Calculated-PY6h National Center for Education Statistics, Mu
Cgarl1istn_ilf_idacatign,1212, Table 2.11 2hLjagitt...af_Eslucatagu
5tatinici..._1112, Table 11 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current
butglatImutapplts, Series P20, No. 362, Table 21 U.S. Bureau of
the Census,
Table 221.



2. Diah School Graduation Ratip The ratio of the number of high school
graduates to the population of 17 -year -olds rose in the early 196011 but has
dropped slightly since then. The ratio has been consistently higper for
girls than for boys.

all.th2--a-111SILlichsuLaxidustes-.222/

Total
Male
Female

1111

70.8
68.2
73.6

1111

76.3
74.1
78.6

100

1111' 1/12.*
(projected)

72.3 73.3
69.4 70.4
75.2 76.2

_zumns.17Xlitil-421-41111

1221 1121 1/12 1112.'

74.7 74.4 73.6 72.5
72.7 71.7 71.0 69.8
76.7 77.1 76.3 75.3

*Based on 1980 Census population figures.

Note: Estimates are based on total U.S. population aged 17, including
Armed Forces o eeeeeee . The graduation ratio is the eatio of the
number of high school graduates in a given year to the population
of 17-year-olds in the same year. As such, the ratio doss not
represent the proportion who will ultimately complete high
school. For example, in 1981 the proportion of persons aged
25-34 who reported that they had completed four years of high
school or more vas 85.6% (U.E. Bureau of the Census, LULEA=
population Reports, Series P20, No. 374, Table 6-3). However,
the graduation ratio does approxisate the proportion who graduate
high school on time, and reflects changes over time and group
differences.

Sources Calculatdd fros National Center for Sducation Statistics, Digest
111.11111alltian_iltalisticia211, Table 60, Condition of Education,
121a, Table 1.61 1877, Table 2.181 U.S. Bureau of the Census,
razzanLiosualation_Insala, Series P25, No. 917, Table 1.

2
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3. COS ". Ns an. The proportions of
--- children with specific handicapping conditions requiring special school

resources remained unchanged from the mid-1960s to the mid-1,70s. lowever,
the availability and use of resources increased, in some cases
subatantially.

I. .1

W

percentage of Children
For Whom Resource
In.itcomen0w1

centage of Those
Reck..ended for Whom

iesour Available A Timid

Marl 1221 1213.7.1 1221

Slow learners 13% 131 29% 60%
Speech impairments 6 6 47 75
Emotionally disturbed 3 4 22 26
Mentally retarded 1 2 65 7$
Nearing handicaps 1 1 34 53
Visual handicaps 2 1 35 52
Orthopedic handicaps <1 1 44 35
Total identified as

needing one or more
special resources 21% 211

Note: No comparable survey ha: been conducted since 1977. Both the
1,63-5 survey and the 1977 survey were bassd on teacher ques-
tionnaires. The availability of special resources for disabled
students has been significantly affected by the enactm%nt of
Sectign 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and P.L. 94-142,
The Education for All Xandicapped Children Act of 1975. Imple-
mentation of the regulations for these laws came into effect in
1977 and school year 197$ -79 respectively.

Sources National Center for Health Statistics, 'Data from the National
Realth Survey, lital_andilulth.atatiatica, Series 21, No. 113:
Child Trends, Inc., data from the 2976 Natiofial Survey of
Children.
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4. Itudinsuchinsult. The level of reading achievesent of 9 -yeai -Olds
has risen during the 1970s. while the levels of achievement for 1.3- and
17-year-olds have been relatively stable since 1970. White children at age
9 have higher levels of reading achievement than black children, although
the gap has narrowed. Girls at age 9 continue to have slightly higher
levels of reading achievement than boys.

Age

1222=1

(mercent correct)
: a

1222=10.121.4=1

9-year-olds 64.0% 65.3% 67.9%
13-year-olds 60.0 59.9 60.8
17-year-olds 48.9 69.0 68.2

Race (age 9 only)
White 66.4% o 67.0% 69.3%
Slack 49.7 54.5 59.6

Sex (age 9 only)
Male 61.7% 63.1%
resale 66.3 67,4 ,69.7

Notas Different tests were used for each age, so comparison between age
grdups for any given year is not appropriate. Comparison across
years for any given age group is appropriate, however, as the
scores are based on comparable items over all three poimts in
time. The tests were conducted in 1971, 1975, and 1980 for 9- and
17-year-olds, and.in 1970, 1974, and 1979 for 13-year-olds.

Source: The National Assessment of Educational Program', 11;r0e NatiOnAl
Report

No. 11-8-01 (Denver, Colorados Education Commission of the '

States, April, 1981), Tables Al, A5, A,.

Ms I
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5. Al_sthematioutchisymmenE After declining in the arly 1970s. the level
of acilievement in mathematics of 13 -year -olas has risen in recent years.
Ails the levels of achievement for 9- and 17-year-olds have remained
relatively stable. Although blacks continue to trail whites at ages 13 and
17. they have :Ade greater gains over time. especially at age 13. Tbe
performance of boys and girls is nearly equal at age 13. but boys score
somewhat higher at age 17.

-

liatIvaatiaLAshiracient_Tlat_iiccan
Intxsint-staxxisti

1221

39.8%
53.7
55.0

All_21mta_autiilenti
LW!

39.1%
52.2
52.1

1212

38.9%
56.4
51.8

inS
Age

9-year-olds
13-year-olds
17-year-olds

Race/ithniciiy
13-year-olds

Lalt_TimAsiamantr

iila 1212

White 59.9%
Black 41.7 48.2
Nispanic 45.4 51:9

17-year-olds
White 63.2 63.1
Black 43.7 45.0
Bispanic 48.5 49.4

Sex
13-year-olds
Male 56.4%
Female 56.9 60.6

17-year-olds
Kale 62.0 61.6
Female 58.8 581

Note: Different tests were used for each age, I* comparison between age
groups for any given year is not appropriate. Data in the first
part of the table are basedhon items comparable over all three
assessments: data in the second balf, on items comparable over the
last two assessments. Consequently, compatison across years for
any given group is apptopriate. VI this assessment, white, black
and Bispanic are non-overlapping categories.

Source: Tbe National Assessient of Educational Progress, 21111111LES
Myatt

No. 13-NA-01 (Denver, Colorado: Iducetion Commission of the
States, April. 1983), Tables 1.1, 6.1, D.4.

30

20-830 0 - 8 3 - 4



416

6. Ighsaaltil_hplitarler,.9sore4. In 1982 the average SAT scores turned
up slightly for the first iime since-19f3. Malee_ecore substantially
higher than females on mathematics, and, in recent years, slightly higher
on the verbal test. Although blacks continue to score lower, on the
average, than whites, the gap has narrowed somewhat in recent years.

A.V.S.L1L48SAT_Sfar-ell

120 1 1221 aan an all
..- Itaithematica score

Overall Mean 502 488 472 466 466 467

Sex .

Male NA _509 497 491 492 493
Female 465 446 883 443 "443

Race
_NA

White NA HA 493 482 483 483
Black HA HA 354 360 362 366

Verbal score k .t.

Overall Mean 478 460 431 424 424 426
.0

Sex
Hale HA 459 433 428 430 431 -
jremele-- HA 461 430 420 418 421

Race . ._. . . .

White NA NA 451 442 442 444

Black HA NA 332 330 332 341

Sowrces: College Entrance Examination Board, littianal2112=1cuLLollest=
Round Senfor5i_19B21 Hew From The College_Enard, October 14,
1982.

0
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HiALIN AND INALTH-MATED BitHAVIOR

1. 2fenatal_Cati There has been a substantial increase in the proportion
of pregnant women receiving early prenatal care in the last decade. The

increase has been especially marked among black women. However, black
women remain Isms likely to receive such care than white women. As of
19110, one birth in 20 vas to allmother who received either lat care or none
at all.

lZfl

Percentage Of Live Births

111212 UZI 1121

Prenatal care began
let trimester
All races 611% 70% 72% 74% 75% 74%

White 72 74 76 77 711 79

Black 44 49 54 5% 40 63 '

3rd trimester or no
prenatal care
All races
White
Slack

St 7% 6% if% 5%

6 5 5 5

17 13 11 10

Sources National Center for Health Statistics,
.11112, Table 24; Rant.h1YVitilatarairamiaatte Vol. 31, No.14
Stpplement, November, 19112, Tables 13, 20.

5%
4

4.

3 4.

4
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2. a. Teenaged mothers are less
likely than older mothers to receive prenatal care in the first three
aonths of their pregnancies and more likely to receive no prenatal care at
all. Mothers with less than a high-school education are less apt to get
early prenatal care than mothers with more education. Late prenatal care
and the total lack of care are also more common aeong unmarried mothers in
comparison with married mothers. and among blacks in comparison with

-

'111 live births 76% 11t 4% , lt

Mother's ige at birth
of child
Less than 15 34% . 45t 15t St
15-11 56 33 8 3
20-24 75 20 4 I
25-34 84 13' 2 1
35 or more 76 , 18 4 2

.
.

Mother's education
0-8 years 54t 31% 10% 4%1-11. years 60 30 7 3
12 years 71 17 1 1
13-15 years 85 12 2 I
16 xears or more 11 8 1 . 41

Mother's marital status
Married Olt 15t 3% It
Unmarried A 54 34 1 4 '

..-

EtranaL_Dirtriktiatimsl_lair±lirtha
Dv ;With Prenatal Cara . A
and-MOttee2 429. Education.
HaataLlitatai_ansLiari,_anst

month Car* Nem

lst-3rd 4th -6th 7th-9th No Fre -
math math Baal WALLA=

Mother's race
White 71t lit 3% lt
Slack 42 24 4 3

"

Note: 'Figures for the total lin'e and for ago, race, and marital status
based on birth certificates from 50 reporting states and the
District of Columbia. Figures for education based on birth
certificates from 87 reporting states and the District 0
CulUaDia. Tabulations exclude cases with missing data, which
constitute a very small proportion of all births.

Source: National Canter for Nealth Statistics, unpublishedtabulation4
enpinied h7 the Division of. Vital Statistics.

. -
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3. LON_AlLih_11212hL. There has been a s14ght decline in the proportion.hf
children born with a low birth weight (2.500 grams or less), but
essentially no change in the proportion born with an extremely low birib
weight (1.500 grams or less). Slack children continue to be twice as
likely to be born with a low birth weight.

Zattanitisc_af_Igint.Jilltha
Laia...112=_LULATILlamiluallfiLlizaza

Ink 1,111 IIM
Low birthweight
2.500 grams or less
All races
' White
Slack

2.500 grams or lass
All races

*bite
Slack 4

.

42za

7.9%
4.8
23.9,

2.2%
2.0
2.4

laza

7.7%
4.5
13.4

1.2%
0.9
2.4

112.4

7.4%
4.3
23.2

2.2%
0.9
2.3

7.3% 7.2% 6.8%
4.1 5.9 5.7
23.0 22.9 12.5

2.2% "1.2% =2.2%
0.9 0.5. 0.9
2:4 2.4 2.4

Notes 2.500 grams or less 5 lb., 8 os. at less. 2,500 grass or
less 3 lb., 4 os. or loSs.

Sources National Canter for Nealtb Statistics, Imath,snitlaitatain
all, Table, 24; Xgahly_iitalitatisticaltszazt, Vol. 32, No. 8
Supplemtnt, November, 1912, Tables 23. 20.

34
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4. Bilth illighT.LAnd_ist04141,..Cail. The peopprtions of both low andrvery
low birthweight babies are much higher for mothers who receive no prenatal
care. Among mothers who do receive prenatal care, there is a slightly
higher proportion of low birthweight babies for thpse whose care began in
the second or third trimester.

,

Zazstat-laitributign-a-ziixs-niaha
lx-litth-itiskr-And-Kanth
lunatalrmallagan..1212

v 4

A

Leah Than
1500 Grams

1500 to
2500 Grams,

2500 grams
al_NaLl

All live birtha 1% CI 93% '

Prenatal cake began,
lst-3rd month 1% 5% 94%
4th-ith month 1 7 92
7th-9th month 1 4 92

No prenatal.care 7 15 74

Notes Data are based on birth certificates from 47 reporting states
and the,District of Columbia. Tabulations exclude cases with
missing data, which constitute a very small proportion of all
births.

Sources National Center for ilealth statistics, unpublished tabulations
supplied by the Division of Vital Statistics.

. .
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5. Infant mortality. The incidence of infant mortality has fallen
. dramatically since tba 1150s, but still raaains.twice as high among blacks

as among whites.

Inf/aLlauthi_str_lA1121.1/Litirths

1/11 1.21A 1121 1/21 1121 1121 1112 Mil 12/2

All Raees 29.2 26.0 20.0 16.1 11.8 13.1 13.5 11.7 11.2

Whites 26.8 22.1 17.8 14.2 12.0 11.4

Blacks 43.1 44.3 32.6 26.2 23.1 21.1 -

Note: The infant mortality rata is the number of.deatbs of children
under age 1 per 1000 liya birth,.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, Zealth. Dniref states.
1112, Table 11. Data for 1181 and 1982 from National Center for 4
Nealtb Statistics, *Births, Marriages, Divorces, and Deaths for
1982,* Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 31, No. 12; 'Advance
Report of Final Mortality,Statistics, 1171,' Pionthly viral spart1-
1.101_21190.a, Vol. 31.. No: 4, Supplement., Table 20$

S. --
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So ' . . e.. w gm isease Nealth conditions
among infants account for most child mortality. Sy adolescence. accidents
and violence pave replaced health conditions as the leading.cause of death.

.,

' 'Dmatha_121-111,11110--Chthirml-bY-Agt..-1921

IlliusefiaLleala_Lansilaaa icadenti6..2iiinnia_yialenca
Rge

Less than 1
1-4
5-14
15-24

2211.1

12!.:

'1.4
2.4

nil!

110.5
3.2
1.3
2.2

Alia

236.2
5:1
1.5
3.6

Iasi Oita ILA'

3.9
3.0

3.1
2.6

S. Z,

4.97
1.6 1.7 2.5
9.1 9.0 9.7

Source: estimates based on unpublished data furnished by the National
Center for Nealth statistics. The data are from %he Vital
Registration System, rhIch reports cause of death os recorded
on death certificates.

4



) 33

7. DALLtalz_lcsalcidg. Homicide rates have risen for children over the
last two decades. The rates are highest for older adolescents and young
adults. Among younger children the rates are higher for infants and
preschoolers than for school-aged children. The rates for male youths are
3 to 5 times the rates for female youths. Tht rates for black youths are
several times the rates for white youths. Thi homicide rate for black
males was substantially lower 1114879 than in 1970, despite a slight rise
in 1979.

luslas.Ea_ksaLlullx_itstalsids-AaLILISIA1

121II* 1111*
14131

1171 ad..
Age
Ondes 1 year 48 56 43 58 50 ,52 76
1-4 years 7 12 19 25 26 25,
5-14 years 5 6 9 10 13 , 111 14
15-24 years 59 68 117 131 132 149 -169

Whites aged 15-24
Male 44 49 79 11; 124 148 NA
revel. 15 18 27 40 41 44 NA

Blacks aged 15-24
Kale 464 571 10R5 905 725 788 KA'

female 119 123 177 206 177 188 NA

f Includes deaths of non-residents of the United States
iht Proxisfonal date

Note: In addition-0 homicide, the table includes deaths by legal
intervention.`that is; as a result of police action or execution.
Such deaths are rare among young.children.

Source: Calculat d from National Center for Health Statistics, Emilh,
Table 21.
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S. cciaimicibir,_aimusi. Many communicable diseases that were once
common to childhood have been eradicated or greatly reduced in frequency.
The -annual incidence of reported measles cases, for example, has fallen
from just over 245 cases per 100,000 U.S. citizens in 1960, a few years
before a vaccine for measles became available, to just over 1 case per
100.000 in 1981. Some communicable di f childhood, such as
chickenpox, have yet to be conquered.

litabsx_sL2mr-tisL211111sLApsaifis

DIMAS 12A2 1251 122J1 1221 In/ 121A 191
Measles 245 135 23 11 4 4 1
Rubella NA NA 28 8 5 2 a
Pertuss4s 8 4 2 1 1 1 1

' Humph.) NA NA 54 28 7 4 2
Chickenpox NA NA NA 78 103 97 100

Note: Data are based on cases of notifiable diseases reported to
state and territorial health agencies and thence to the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta. Completeness
of reporting varies greatly, inasmuch as not all cases receive

Apedical care and not all treated conditions are reported.
StAte laws and regulations mandate disease reporting, but
reporting to the CDC by states and territories is voluntary.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, meth, United
iltatmas_12B2, Table 24. Data for 1981 supplied by Centers.
for Disease Control, Bureau of ipidemiology.

'410*
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9. Immunization Amono Preschool Children Since 1975, the proportions of
children aged 1-4 who have been immunized against each of several maJor
childhbod diseases have leveled off or declined. An exception. is mumps,
for which.teh proiOrtion immunized has continued to rise.

Percentage oi Children 1-4 Immunized. AcCDIAIDE-19_12iMelda"

measles
Rubella
D.P.T.*
Polio*
Mumps ,

121Q 1915 UZI 122.2 1299 12/91

57% 66% 63% 63% 64% 64%

37 62 62 64 64 65

76 75 . 68 65 66 68

66 65 61 59 59 60

- 44 51 55 57 59

Wiphtheria-Pertussis-Tetanus, 3.doses or more; Polio, 3 doses or more

Sources U.S. Bureau of the Cepsus atatiitisaLLAbitmaLstf_the_unIta
statei.,_1102=11, Table 187. Data from auteLaratelLjnamaizejsm
EuEysy..._nnual, Centers for Disease Control.

1041 Wo I P.I too There has been notable
progress since the late 1970, toward universal immunization Of school-aged
children, due largely to Most schools reguiripg proof of immunization as a
condition of admission. By the time they enter school, 95 percent or more
of kindergarten and first-grade pupils Ave been immunized against each of
the childhood diseases listed below.

percentag. of_Children Enterirta_xinderaartd

WAAL= 1978-72

B.Y._ELChaaLleir

1221t80 12E1=11 1981-82

Measles 93% 94% 96% 97%

Rubella ' 91 93 96 97'

Diphtheria -Pertussis -
Tetanus 92 94 .96 . 96

Polio .92 93 V5 96

Mumps 83 86 . 92 95

Sourest U.S. Public Health Service. Centers for Di eeeee Control,
Immunization Division. yata from annual School Enterer
As ssssss nt. :
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7

11. IhyilsaarLylial The number of physician visits per person per year
for children under 17 rose between 1964 and 1975. The proportion of
children with at least one visit to a physician within the year prior to
the survey also rose during that peripd. Since 1975, there has been little
systematic char* in the number of physician visite per year or in the
interval since the last visit.

and Interval Since Last Physician-visit.
Chi IffraLlIndat.17_atALII

Nuiber of visits per person

1111

3.3

1222 1122

4.2 4.1

1211

4,4

1211

4.1

tar..rantAiatzilmatiair
Less than one year 67.0% 73.6% 75.6% 76.7% 76.2%
One year to less than't0o years 14.$ 14.0 13.7 12.0 13.2
Two years or SOLO 14.7 11.2 9.4 9.2 9.7

Note: Physician visits as measured in the National Health Interview
Survey include contacts with physicians by telephone.

SOUrfts National- Center for Health Statistic', italiathg Uniti4d stataa,
1212, Tables 35, 36r 'Current Intimates from the National
Health Interview Survey: United States, 1,81,* Vital and Real!h
tatittim, Series 10, No. 141.

,
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12. 4. . As of 1,11, one child
in 10 had not seen a doctor in two years or more. School-aged children
have fewer physician visits per year, and are less likely to have seen a
doctor within the last two years, than preschool children. Children frOm
families with little formal education are less likely to retaive medical
care than children from families with more formal education.

NuakaLstLihy.iician Lar_cant_lithigt
Ylliti_22z2iXiSaltr. Zhy.rician_lirit-in_ben
InLAIzt_ZtatAZarint laarksa_Jistx.t.t_Ity_hst,
ddisationt_And./aciL Zazintiducation-aad

MI lace._12.111.. ,

Au Au

Magitk,ll UndaL_I i=li 11Dchir 17 Undati firli
All children 4.1 6.4 3.0 9.7% 2.7% 13.4%

Education of family head
Grade school only 2.7 4.2 2.2 17.7% 6.3% 22.3%
Some high school 3.7 5.6 2.6 12.3 3.7 16.$
High school graduate, 4.1 6.6 2.9 9.0 2.4 12.4
Some college 4.6 6.6 3.5 7.7 2.2 10.$
College graduate 5.1 7,7 3.7 5.1 1.1 7.3

Race
White 4.3 6.4 3.1 9.5% 2.7% 13.0%
Black ' 3.4 5.3 2.4 10.0 2.2 14.2
All other races 3.9 5.0 3.0. 13.3 '5.8 18.8

Sources National Center for Health Statistics. unpublished data supplied
by Division of Health Interview Statistics.

)
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13. Dental_YllitA One school-aged child in three has not seen a dentist
in a year or sore. ODO in five has not seen a dentist in tvo years or
aore. Children are less apt to receive regular dental care if they, come
fro, low-incomi. low-education, or ainority faailies.

IntaxiaLlilact_Laat-riental_nrits
Ch1lskin_Asatti:11

iltizsant-Diatributinal
Intarval 111E21 1111

Less than ODO year , 64.5% 64.7%
One year to less than tvo years 14.1 14.5
Two years or more 20.0 19.7

.
kr.amily_Inc2ati-Igucation._anfilace

1121=2/

/2211X_Incaaa

Less Than 410,000
1116.222

All children aged 6-16 2.1 1.4 2.4

'duration of fully head
Grade school only 1.2 1.3 1.3
Some high school 1.6 1.5 1.1
Sigh school graduate 2.0 1.4 2.2
Some college (2:s

c__,
1.3 2.6

College graduate 3.2 2.2 3.3

Race
White 2.3 1.6 2.5
All other race, 1.2 1.0 1.5

Sources )Iational Center for Health Statistics, *Dental Visits Volume
and Interval Since Last Visits United States 197$ and
1979. by C. S.-Wilder. yltALAnd.1taill_ataliatica, Series 10,
No. 131, and unpublished data froa,the Division of lealth
Interview Statistics.
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14. cigarette Ult. The proportion of teen males vho report that they
mmoke has fallen, and males aged 17-1S now appear to be less likely to
smoke than females of the same age group.

Zusint--awking-Qmstx-ELL-Cigutrata-211-111111

Males

1211 lilt 1211

12-14 2.9% 4.2% 3.2%
IS -16 17.0 18.1 13.5

17 -IS 30.2 31.0 19.3

Females
12-14 0.4% 4.3%

IS -16 9.6 20.2 11.0
17-1S 111.6 25.9 24.2 ,

Sourceg Green, D. I.
report prepared by Chilton Researcb Services for the
Institute of Sducation, 1979.

National

15. Alaabsti_Lialwasuat. Seventy percent of high school seniors repott
drinking alcohol and nearly a third report using marijuana. One in twenty
reports using cocaine. The use of marijuana and PCP have declined in the .

last few years, while the use of stimulants has risen.

S.

UZI

dithatinat..113.2rizisza_2111ixi

12/2 1121 MIL

Alcohol 68.2% 71.2% 71.5% 70.7%
Marijuana 27.1 35.4 36.5 31.6
Stimulants 0.5 /' $.$ 6.9 15.$

Cocaine 1.9 2.9 5.7 5.8

LSD 2.3 2.1 2.4 2.5

rcs NA KA 2.4 1.4

nroin 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2

Sourcei. National Institute ton,Druiltbuse, 'Highlights from Student Drug
Ose in America, 1975-1981, by L. Johnston, J. Bache= and
P. O'Malley, Table 81 and Johnston, L., J. Bachman, and
P. O'Malley, Boaitoring The Future, University of Michigang
Institute for Social Research, annual volumes, 1975-1901.

4
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16. Adolescent suicide. Suicide rates among adolescents are higher for
males, particularly white males. The suicide rates for all groups except
black females have more than doubled since 1960.

White adolescents ages 15-19

12111 flfl L1 1ZI

Kale 59 94 130 131
resale 16 29 31 34

Black adolescents ages 15-19
Mal% 34 54 70 75
Female 15 29 . 21 16

Sources National Center for Health Statistic*, vital statisticA of tht
,pnited States; Mortality, annual volumes; Table 5-12 (1960),
'Table I -8 (1970, 1975, 1971).
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BEHAVIOR AND STTITUDES

I.

1. Goals. According to their own reports, high school sentries continu6 to
value marriage and friendship, but earning money old finding steady vork
have increased in importance.- Addressing social and conomic inequalities
has declined in importance.

Percentage of High School Senior&
Aorm^ing that Each Goal la
'Vary Important In Ey Life"

Being successful in my

12.72

laa
1/11

MAW ftialaa

2972f1,80
Changes in

percentanaa

line of vork 84% 88% 89% 88% +4

Finding the right person
to marry and having a
4appy family life 82 81 78 83 -1

Having strong friendships 79 82 81 82. +3

Being able to find steady
vdrk 78 84 86 83 +6

Having lots of money' ' 18 ' 31 41 23 +13

Working to correct iocial
add conomic inequalities 27 13 12 14 -14

_Source; National renter for Education Statistics, *A Capsule Description
of High School Students,w April, 1981, Table 18, Data from The
National Longitudinal Study of the Nigh School Class of 1972,
and th 1980 High School and Beyond Survey of High School
Sophomores and Seniors.

4
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2 csaltst,tjamitatam. while the proportion of youth who want sone
post-high schboleducation has not changed in the past decade. more young
people nov isplre-to complete a college degree, On the other hand, fever
now appear to Vine post-graduate ducation, especially among males. The
disparity in aspirations betvAaAHmales and females has largely disappeared,
though sales are still sligftly pore likely to want training beyond a
bachelor'shligTes.

Ih

loth sexes

QL-C211821--11ustaion

1916-70 1211

Some college or other training . 32% 19%
Get a college degree 27 42
Finish college. take further training 18 16

Total wanting some post-high tchool training 77% 711'

Males
Some college or other training 28% 17%
Get a college degree 29 43
Finish college, take further training 21 17

Total wanting some post-high school training

resales
pome college or other training

78%

36%

77%

21%
Get a college degree 24 41
Finish college, take ftrther trsining 15 14

Total wanting some post-high school trAining 76% 77%

Notet Data for 1966-70 are calculated from publiShed statistics of Cycle
III of the Nealth zxamination Surveys and pertain to youths
enrolled in elementary or secondary school. Data for 1,81 are
from the National Survey of Children and pertain to all youth.

Source: National Copier for Health 13atistics, 'Self-reported health
behavior and attitudes of youths 12-17 yearl..
Statietics, Series 11-Number 147, Tables 21, I/ Child Trends,

data from the 1911 National Survey of Children.

4
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3. Time sum in Non -Rchool Artivletmm Rlementary school-aged children
spend sore time watching television than they spendOceading, doing chores .
and homework combined.

Children 7-11

Watching Doing Reading eor Doing
Imma 211ASAIR Lbazat

2.1 0.1 0.6 0.5

Sources Child Tkends, Inc., data from the 1976 NatiOhal Survey of
Children.

4. ZrizarltaLaitzuilAtztizitys, The proportion of 19-year-o1d females
living in metropolitan areas VITO report ever having had sexual intercourse
increased supstantially during the 197011 to a level of more than two out of
three. The prevalence of sexually experienced females remains markedly
higher Among blacks compared with whites. Over three of fout metropolitan
area 19 -year-old males were sexually experienced in 1979. Among males, the
race difference is negligible.

Female
All 19-year-olds 46% 60% 69%
Whites 41 54 65
Blacks 76 64 69

Male
All 19 -yeai-olds . NA NA 7$1
Whites NA NA 77
slacks NA NA SO

Sources Selnick, N. and J. Kantner, 'Sexual Activity, Contraceptive Use
. sivauliT,r,e;sitnicy litm;:g2/1tropolitan -Area Teenagetss 1,71 -1979,'

nin r ctiva 12(5), September/October, 1960,
Tables 1 and 3.

4,
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5. kmALILLALNALriaga. During the past decade, &A increasing
proportion of both ben and women in their late teens and their 20s are
delaying marriage.

Asa

18
19
20
21'

25

29

Percentage of Women
i tba_bn.lingla

'

.Percentgge of Men
16b6 Ira AinAllt

Ina 1111

82% 89%
69 81

.
57 69
44 59

14 ) 29

8 15

IVA . 1211

95% 98%
90 93

0 78 $A
66 ,. 80

27 44
II 4

14 25

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census. 'Barital Status and Living
Arrangements. March 1,81." urrent Population,leoorte, series
$20, No. 372, Tattle I.

,)
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4. Ilmfiatailititiha Black mothers are more likely than-white mothers to
report that their children's births were the result of unwanted
pregnancies. The proportion of births resulting from unwanted pregnancies
is also higher for mothers with fewer, than four years of-high school than
for those with more educatfon.

percentage of Bit:the Unwanted. 197f

Lica of Mofher, Idarativn_sd_liathm.

Total 12.0%
White 95
Slack 15.1.

Less than high school 17.4%
1-3 years high school 15.5
4 years high chool 11.2
1-3 years College 9.3
4 or more years college 4.7

Nots In the National Survey of Family Growth a pregnancy is defined as
unwanted af the woman reports she did not want or probably did not
want to have a(nother) baby at om time and felt that way before
becoming pregnant.

Sources National Center for Realth Statistics, Advance nata, No. 56,
January 24, 19$0, 'Wanted And Unwanted Births Ieported by Mothers
.15-44 Years of Ages United States, 1976,' by K. Eckard.

7. zsignanaimacing. The average number of mqpths between pregnancies
has increased among mothers of all ages, and hatNisen for blacks relative
to whites. Pregnancies continue to be much more closely spaced among young
mothers.

Ag at Ithitaa
Current
Birth 1112

Alva&

312A Lt7.1

Lois than 20 21 months 23 months' 21 months 24 months
20-24 30 33 29 36
25-29 40 44 ' 42 52
30-34 54 56- 53 66

Sources National Center for Wealth Statisticso 6Inarval Between Birthss
United States, 1970-77,e Vital and sealth Atatistica, Series 21,
No. 39, Table 0, by S. Spratley and 11,,Taffel.

5u
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S. Abattaan. The number of abortiobs, the abortion eat* (abortions per.
1.000 women 15-44), and the abortion ratio (abortions per 1,000 live
births) increased during the 11708, though the .increase slowed toward the
end of tthe decade.

Number

IRate

Ratio

,

*Istimated data

1221 1221 .1222 MA 1222 1221 1222 1ee.

616 763 est 188 1,071 1.158 1,252 1,281*

14 17 18 21 22 23 24 25

196 242 272 312 324 347 358 351

Natet Data are based on abortion statistics provided to the Centers for
Disease Control by state health agencies, hospitals and other
health facilities.

Sourcet Rational Center for,ftealth Statistics, Alaithl united ntatemt
, 1212, Tables 5,6; U.S. Bureau of tbe Census, alatiltiCal

hbatzAux_a_thiumattlitAtia._12112=112, Table 103, and ,

unpublished data froa the Centers for Disease Control.

5
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9. LaR11.2...Bnima. A majority of male high school seniors and nearly half
of female seniors believe a preschool child suffers if its mother is
employed, While both sexes support equal pay,for equal work, girls feel
more strongly about this than do boys. Male seniors are Minf likely than
female seniors to view the wouan's role as centered around the home. )

insintigcsLiiish_EghcaLLjinn1/11'4_19O

Mostly . Mostly
=mama =lag= Baal= Um' Ault

'A preschool child is
likely to suffer if Male
kbp-aother works° resale

'Men and women should
be paid the same
money if they do Male
the same work" . ?mule,

°It is usually better'
for veryone involved,
if the san.is the
achiever outside the
home and the woman
takes care bf the Male
hole and fissile resale

11.9% 10.6% 14.1% 23.7% 39,7%
18.2 21.1 15.4, 24.4 20.9

4.1 2.4 3.3 20.9 69.2
0.4 0.5 0.6 9.3 89.3

13.7 1q05 16.6. 29.4 29.4
30.3 1916 14.0 24.3 11.8

Sourcs Herzog, A. R. and J. BaChMan. 110.x.2121cAttitaidatlagnsuligh
ficligul_fluiplw, University of chigans Instittite for Social
Research. 1,82, Table', 3-1.1, 3- _nd 3-1.4.

52
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10. ibi_upsaLtanat_stf_asligign. Nearly 80 percent of high school
sophomores and seniors report low to moderate levels of religiousness.
The proportion highly religious varies considerably by religious
background, being highest for thOse outside the main Christian and.Jewish
groups, and loweit for those of Jewish or no religious background.

Links!. _lialiaiaamak-la
lialiaimIn_mhicIllitadanta_21ALIL_Railad

lilakitaa.a21.-1101101Lanki-lad-Baniar1.--1211

nigh Iladazatt Lax Hann

All Students ' 10% 46% 33% 11%

AallaimirLithichlaud
Jewish 5% 23% 50% 22%

.

Catholic 8 55 30 7
Main Line Ppotestant 9 46 36 8
Baptist
White 14 46 33 7
Black a 54 34 4

Other Christian 19. 42 30 a
Other Religion 21 43 28 7
Not raised in any religion 1 9 38 50

Notes The measure of religiousness is based on a combination Of.two
questions, one on frequency of attendance Mt religious services,
the other on the xtent to which rekpondents think of themselves
as religious persons. Those who Consider themselves very
religious Auld attend religious services once a week or more were
classified as having a °highs level of religiousness. Others who
consider themselVes very religiqus, or those who consider
themselves somewhat religious and attend once a month or more were
classified as "moderate. The *somewhat" religious who attend
less than onc 4 Month, or the snot at alls religious who attend
at least occasiOnally were classified as slow. And those who
never attend and consider themselves not at all religious were
classified as 'none* on the religiousness varial4e.

Sources National Center for education Statistima, the 1980 Nigh School and
Beyond survey of Sigh School Sophomores and Seniors, unpublished
analyses by Child Trends, Inc.
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.11. liDikl_liohl.ems_Thict_Mozzy_lnuthtio. Mben asked how often they worry
ibout e h of the natiOn 1 problems listed below. U.S. high school seniors
turn out to worry most orten about crime and violence In their own
communitiqs. Concern abt.cri. and violence declined steadily in the
late 1970s, but was up sharp in 1981. Concern about nuclear war has been
Ancreasing among high schodl seniors in recant years, whereas worry about
pollution and population growth have been declining. Concern about
economiq problems 4. on the inciease, although it declined in the
mid-1970i.,

.00 S ..o
Selected Issues. 1975-1981

- .

121 5 122k 114 1121 1122 1211 11,11

Crime and violence 54% 54% 53% 49% 45% 40% 53%

Energy shortages 36 28 ' 40,- 33. 46 49

Drug buse-. .31 32 31 30 31, 211 33

Economic problems 32, 25 21 18 24 33 32

GI
Chance of nUclear war 8 11 15. 15 20 27 24

-1,011ution 37 36 35 30 27 23 231

Hunger and poverty 27 23 20 20 16 18 21

Race relations 19 21 21 20 17 15 19 .

Loss of open land 19 19 17 18 IA 14 13

PoPulation growth , 20 19 16 15. 12 9 10

Source: Jobnaton, L., J. Bachman, and P. comalley, AsiatratingLi.ba_rutar..t.
UniVersity of Michigan: Institute for Social eeeeee ch, nnual
volumes, 1975r21981. .
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*
12. *Attitudes Toward Military Service in the Event of War A majority of
male high school seniors May that, if they felt it were necessary for the
U.S. to fight in some futbre war, they vould.volunteer for military
service. However, nearly a third say they would not volunteer, and 16
percent of male students say that, in their opinion, there is no such thing
as a 'nec sssss e var. Tile proportion 'Of males milling to volunteer is up
sharply in recent yeara, resale students are much less likely; to say they
would volunteer, yet the proportion vho'gould volunteer has risen, while
"the proportion saying there is no such thInq as a necesuary war has
declined. et.

ID the Event of a Necessary War

12.7.fi 1222 1221 III/ 1212'Wales
.WOuld volunteer 43% 42% 42% 43% 47% 53% ' 4
Would not volunteer 39 41 40 38- 17 .. 31 .
No such thing as necessarr war 18 17 18 19 16 16

.

.
,

Temales.:,
Would volunteer 18% 20% 18% 19% 22% 24% .

Would not volunteer 52 52, 53 53 SS 52
No such thing as necessary tar 30 28 29 29 220 25

1

*Source: Johnston, 4., J. nehmen,' andP. O'Kelley, Nsmiratrila-r.ht-filt3121,
University of Michigsns. Institut, for Social Research, annual
volumes. 1976-1981.
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sELICT9 Govnxitzkr MUMS A/TIMM Clu.naul

1. . .0. The number cif familisis
in the AYDC program has been relatively stable since the mid-1970s. 91se
number of children per
children declined,.but
of all recip Benefits
kept up vitb nflation

Nukber of children
Number of families

Children per family

Program cost
Current dollars
Constant C1911)
dollars

Children as a percen-
tage of recipients

family has been falling. Consegueptly the nusiber of
children still comprise over two-thirds

are not indexed and benefit levels have not
since the mid 1970s. ,

/UM
TA mil.
2.6 mil.

2,S

$ 4.9 bil.

11.4

73%
1

1221

1.1 mil.
3.6 mil.

2.3

$ 9.2 141.

15.6

71%
.

LUCE

7.6 mil.
3.1 mil.

2.0

$12.5 bil.

13.1

61%

1111

7.1 mil.
3.6 !SI..

2.0

$13.0 bil.

13.0

9

66%.

3.3 mil.
1.1 mil.

3.1

$1.7 bil.

4.1

75%

Notes Data on number of recipients are for December of each year.
Constant dollars calculated on the basis of the Consumer Price
Index, U.S. Bureau of the Cenci*, MatiaLtnal_tibitaadtnf_tha ,
'lotted Stktes. 19123, Table 757.

Sources U:S. Bureau of the Census, itatiltica1 2bataithe_anitifi
Istates. 1,12._.3, Tables 554 and 555. '

,
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2 Alernejiurahly_AEDt_peuenti. Average monthly AFDC payments vary
widely among the states, the highest state paying more than six times the
average of the lowest state. When corrected for inflation, the average
payment per recipient in 1982 was barely above the level of 1965.

1/11

AlszA92-Asulth1X-21.Yienti

1222 1221 121A all

Per family $137 $183 $219 $280 $310
Highest state 276 325 39, 573
Lowest.state 47 49 $O . 92

i
'

Per recipient
',Current dollars $ 33 $ 50 $ 72 $100 , $106

Constant (1982)
dollars 100 123 128 116 106

Note: Data are for December of ach year. Figures for 1982 no longer
include foster care recipients and children. Constant dollars
calculated on the basis of the Consuler Price Index, U.S. Bureau
of the Census, Rtailaical Abetract of the United States. 1982-1,
Table 757.

Solace: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Atatistical Ahetv_sal. nf the United
States. 1,82 -41, Table 554 for recipient data; Table 557 for
1tate data and fazily data; 1982 data from Social Security
Administration, Office of Research and Statistics.
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3. medicaid. The total cost,of Medicaid (in constant dollars) rose
steadily during the 1970x. Children accounted for approximatery half of
all Medicaid recipients during the 1970s, but their proportion of the
Medicaid budget fell steaaily.

liadicaiLLaiti.And_Lhilskta2a.1
alas atian_sIL_Estgiatnti.AniLnati

Total coin: Federal and
state vendor payments
(in billions)

/11222 EX127.4 EL12.2.6 =114 1-M111111 JEX1412.

Current dollars $,6.3 $10.0 $14.1 $18.0 $23.3 $30.0
Constant (1982)
dollars 14.4 19.4 23.6 26.4 27.1 30.0

Children as a proportion of
recipients 49% , .48% 47% 47% 47% 48% .,

Propdttion of total veddor
payments expended on
children 22% 19% 19% 17% 16% 13%

Notes Cgnstant dollars calculated on the basis of the Consumer Price
Index, U.S. Bureau of the Consuls, Statistical Abstract of ehe
Ilnittilitiata._1212=1, Table 757.

Source: )(earth Care-Financing Administration,-*Sealth Care Financing
Review.* quarterly volumes.

Olf
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4. ZS5113-81811R-EL25=1. Participation in the Food Stamp Program increased
steadily during the 1970s. By 1982, nearly Cale person in tan participated
in the program. Unlike AFDC, two-parent families are ligible and benefits
are indexed to inCrease with Inflation.

EC1213 ZX,12211 rum raw
Persons

participating. .4 mil. 4.3 mil. 17.1 mil. 20.1 mil. 22.1 mil.*

Rxpenditures
Current dollars $ 33 mil. $550 mil. $4.4 bil. $ 8.7 bil. $11.6 bil.*
Constant (182)
dollars 100 mil. 1358 mil. .7.8 bil. 10.1 bil. 11.6 bil.*

*

*Includes Food Stamp portion of Puerto Rican block grant.

Notes Constant dollars caldulated on the basis of the Consumer Price
Index, U.S. Bureau of the Census, ate.W.tral_hbarsaaLsif_thik
LinitsfLALLtn.._1211:1, Tabl. 757.

Sources U.S. Bureau of the Cenans,"Itatiatisal_atuaRt_a_thsAnitsrl
Atatkm. 1982-8l, Table 206; sost recent year from Department of
Agriculture, unpublished data.

a.
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5. Mchool Lonch Program, The cost and number of children served in the
national School Lunch Program rose steadily through the 1970s before
falling in the 1910s.

:

Total lunches served, (free,
reduced-price. or regular
'Price schoorlunchos,
average daily basis)
(in millions)

1111

14.1

1115

1S.4

1121

23.1

1225

25.3

1111

'27.1

1112

23.6

Proportica of total lunches"'
served that vere free or
reduced-price HA HA M. M. 45% 50%

Total Federal
cost (cash + commodities)
(in billions)
Current dollars $0.23 $0.40 $0.57 $1.71 $3.19 $2.91
Constant (19$2)
dollars .74 1.22 1.41 3.05 3.71 2.91

Note: Constant dollars calculated on the basis of the Consumer Price
Index, U.S. Bureau of the Census, atatiahlgal_Palsix.tat_of_tha
Mnitad Stat... 1982-1, Table 757.

Source: U.S. Department of Agricultuie, unpublished data.
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6. NIC_tudingLagalit. In fiscal year 1982, more than 2 million infants,
young children, and pregnant and dursing women received special dietary
supplements through WIC (the Special Supplemental Feeding Program for .

Women, Infants. and Children). The federal appropriation for FY 1983 was
$1.06 billion.

LX.1122 E(111.5 =LIU
Participants .1 mil. .5 mil. 2.0 mil. 2.4 mil.

Expenditures
Current dAlars $ 8 ail. $ 94 mil. $603 mil.. . $960 mil.
Constant (1982)
dollars ' 20 mil. . 167 mil. 701 mil. 960 mil.

Notes The WIC program provides supplements to low income infants,
young children, and pregnant and nursinTmothers who are
determined by health professionals to be at nutritional risk.
Constant dollars calculated on the basis of the Consumer Price
Index, U.S. bureau of the Census, AtatigtJfal Abstract of tht
Patted qtatPs. 1982-3, Table 757.

Sources U.S. Bureau Of the Census, iltatiatical_attlact_a_tht_unitts1
fitates. 1982-83, Table 2061 most recent year from Department of
Agriculture, unpublished data.

*do,.
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7. IlidJltar.t. Snrollkent in 1-tilt-plat !lead Start programs has increased
by more than 70 percent since 1,70. while summer Bead Start programs have
been phased out. Total program costs have risen 13 percent (in constant
dollars) over the same period.

Snrollment (thousands)
Full-year program
Summer program

Federal appropriation
Current dollars $ 96 mil. $326 mil.v$441 ;i1. $735 mii. 1912 mil.
Constant (1962)
dollars .292 ail. $05 mil. 7115 mil. $55 mil. 912 ail.

229 292 362 396 lt4
561 195 46 14

Note: Constant dollars calculated on the basis of the Consumer Price
Index, U.S. Bureau of the Census, iitatilaigalAbattAct-siLlia
gated states. 1142-1, Table 757.

Source: U.S. hureau of the Census, ataLtaticalllataut-sti_thitAnitid
Elatat,_1212=11, Table 563: most recent year from Admidistration
for Children, Youth, and Families, unpublished data.

46vto
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S. XAMilY-211LOAilliatilical. Seth federal appropriations,for family
planning services (Title X), and the number of persons served in state and
federally-supported programs rose through the 1970s. Since then, a decline
in fderal support has taken place.

rum rum 'ZY11111 Clya ram
Number of persons
served - 3.9 mil. -4.6 mil. NA

Total federal aud
state appropriations NA NA $350 mil. $377 mil. *331 mil.

(eat.)

NA A

Title X (Public
Held: Service Act)
Current dollars $ 6 mil.
Constant (l882)
dollars 14 mil.

ft

$100 mil. $165 mil.

178 mil. 182,mil.

$362 mil. $124 mil.

171 mil. 124 mil.

Note: Title I is the program through which the halk of federal support
for family planning services are prdvided.

Sources Nestor, B. "Publtc Punding of Contraceptive Services,
1980 -82,' Lualy_21tani4sLigraostista 14(4), July/August
1982: 198-203, and unpublished data frOm the-Office of
Pamily Planning, Bureau of Health Care Delivery and Assistance,
DENS. "



SUMMARY .

This report highlights the dramatic changes that have taken place
both in the composition of the American family and in the circum-
stances in which children and youth are now growing up.

These changes begin with the size of the child population itself.
The children of the baby "boom" of the 1950s and 1960s are nriw
beyond their childhood years. The subsequent "bust" of the 197Os re-
sulted in a sharp contraction in the number of children. Now, how-
el er, as thrchildren of the baby boom hale become parents themselves,
the annual number of births has once again begun to rise.

Much more has changed, however, than the mere numbers.of chil-
dren. An entire range of characteristics, for families and children
including family composition, median incomes and the percentage of
mothers working outside the home, continue tO demonstrate the great
change which has taken place in the last generation.

The proportion of children living with one parent has nearly dou-
bled in the last decade and the proportion with mothers who work
outside the home has changed from a minority to a majority. One in
four children do not live w.th two parents and nearly one in five
families with children tilde 18 is headed by a woman. Fifty percent
of mothers with children un er 6 are now in the labor force, and more
children than before are cared for by nozi-relatives and receive care
outside their homes. ,

The economic status of children has clearly deteriorated, especially
among minority children. Median family income is lower today than a
decade ago, when measjri4 in constant dollam, tind the preva ence of

' poverty among childreh has actually increased inlhe last few years.
Overall, nearly one child out of five lived in poverty in 1981, and one
out of four lived Delow 125"percent of the poverty level.

The situation is worse for minority children. More than 2 ouLof 5
black children are living in poverty, and over half live below 125 per-
cent of the poverty level. x.

To what can we attribute this harsh circumstance? For one thing,
children in single parent families are much more likely, to be living
in povertytheir median family income is' barely one third that of
children til ing in two-parent families. Their economic dittculties stem
in part from the loss of income from one adult wage earner. Another
factor is the lack of financial support by many absent fathers. Only
a third of all mothers with minor children receive any child support
from the absent fathers, anct the average annual level of support,
among those few who receive it, is less than $2,000. Moreover, analysis
from the Bureau of Census suggests a significant correlation between
changes in family composition and changes in income and poverty
levels. The correlation is larger for black families than for white
families, since the former group experienced much larger changes in
family composition, although the_ causes for changes in family com-

,----> (59)_
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position for both black and white families are many and varied. These
changes in fami,ly composition and their relationship to family income
levels, as well as the retiprocal relationship between income depriva-
tion and changes in patterns of family formation and brealchp, are of
seriouNnywan to the committee and merit further discussion.

This summary of tpends also bears out many concerns raised in
recenk...years. There continues to be a relatively high rate of infant
mortality, particularly among the black population. Increases in ado-
lescent suicide, in the use of selected drugs among adolescents, And a
long term decline in the average scores achieved Liy college-bound
bigh school students on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) all are
substantiated by the data.

Not al/ the statistical news regarding children and youth,,however,
is disquieting.

There has been a marked and steady decline in overall infant mor-
tality. Ove'r 95 percent of all kindergarten children have now been
immunized against the most pre% alent childhood diseases. Basic skills

icading and niathematics hale been improving, especially amon
black children. The drop in the SAT scores seems to have stopped.
And the proportion_of children whose parents ha% e at leaSt a high
school education has been increasing, most notably among black chil-
dren. It also appears that current trends in, the teenage use of some
druffs is leveling off or reversing.

Certain of the goals and values of yoling people have changed in
the past decade. Today's high school seniors show more concern than
those of a decade ago w ith finding steady v....grk andjnaking mohey,
and less concern for cbrrecting social and economic inelqualities. Addi-
tional survey research and public opinion data on U.S. population
attitudes, values and beliefs regardipg children and the family will
be an important component for fdture deliberations. As a part of.the
data, we hope to identify some of the poitive elements that make for
strOng, healthy families. .

The last section of the report reviews the participation rates find
les, els of investment in some golernment programs designed to ad-
dress the problems faced by children, youth, and families. To date,
one quarter of all households with children under 18 receive one or .
more of the four main means-tested, non-cash benefits.

The future role of government in addressing these issues is now
being actively debated, as is the extent to which al/ our institutions,
public and private, can play a.positive role, in the development of
young le and the twell-being of the family. This' report, the first
of manypeicanned, should enhance that debate by substantially increas-
ing the understanding of the status and needs of our children, youth',
and families by the public and Members of CongNss.
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ADDITIO AL VIEWS OF HON. MICKEY LELAND

I would like to thank Chairman Miller, the Select Committee staff
and the organization involved in the compilation of these tables.

It is my hope that, as a result of the work of this committee, Con-
gress and future administrations will take a more realistic view of the
problems facing children and families.

It is troubling to me as an American especially as a black Ameri-
can, that : (1) The number of black children born out of wedlock in-
creased 18 percent between 1970 and 1980. Stated diffeiently, this
means that over 55 percent of black children are born out of wedlock.

(2)
47.2 percent of black children are raised in single-parent house-

,liblds, headed by the mother only. (3) For white children born in
2-pfirent families, the median income is $22,258. For mother-only
families the median income drops alarmingly$9,058 for whites,
$6,565 ior blacks, and bnly $5,934 for Hispanics (less than $50Q a
month). (4) More than 1 in 8 children have not seen a doctor in. the
last, 2 years. (5) The average child support payment is only $1,799
per year (blacks and Hispanics receive only about $1,300 a year in
child support).

These statistics are deeply disturbing. They speak poorly of our
commitment to our greatest resource, our children.

This committee's mandate, therefore, is substantial. We must work
to insure that our country continues its greitness. This cannot be
done withdut reversing the trends which so greatly liMit the future
of our children, trends which the statistics presented here today sadly
represent.

(61)
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ADDVIONAL VIEWS OF HON. THOMAS J. BLILEY, JR.

On the whole, I belie% e that this committee print is very informative
and that it will be a useful contribution to our considerations. Espe-
cially enlightening are the statistics showing the dramatic increase in
single parent fatnilies, the average incomes of thlose families, and the
disgraceful record of the proportion of children who never receive $1

1

f support from their absent fathers. According to the U.S. Bureau of
ensus report, Characterieties of the Populatton Below the Poverty
evel: 1981, "about one-half of all children living in families with a

female householder, no husband present, were below the poverty level
in 1981, compared with 11 percent of children living in married-couple
families." Cony,ersely, approximately one half of all families below
the poverty ler el in 1981 were maintained by women with no husband
present. .

These facts give an indication of the growing magnitude and grav-
ity of the problems with which we have to deal. Taken together with
statistics showing the rapid increase of non-cash benefits to poor chil-
dren and their families since the mid 1960's, one must come to the con-
clusion that we are battling not only poverty, , but much more profound
problems as well. These considerations lead me, at least, to the conch'
sion that we ought to rethink our strategies of dealing with the prob-
lems of underprivileged children. Obviously, the programs we -have
*developed are not helping enough in the long run.

There are two observations which I believe should be made at this
time about.the types of data included in the committee print. First, we
shoukl be careful to avoid conf *lig hard statistical data with the
results of opinion surveys, fro athver source. In this print the two
are somewhat mixed together wi out distinction between their rela-
tive merits. Surveys of opinion can be useful tools in considering the
problems of large groups of p.eople, but we must admit their limita-
tions. We have each had the experience of seeing1.. the news results of
different surveys on the same topic rendering ingly contrary
results. Often we do not know the exact question whic was asked or
who was involved in the survey. That is the case in the suryeys in this
report. Yet we ill know that the sample selection and the order and
phrasing of Vestions camplay an important part in survey results.

Second, we ought to be clear on ehe fact that even statistics them-
wives do not answer any of the more profound questions which we
must ask ourselves. Statistics are useful, indeed indispensable, to those
charged with rasponsibility for large numbers of people.. All toooften,
however, centering discussion on statistics, and not .paying sufficient
attention to the causes of problerng, stifles discussion of the important
issues. Our tendency to rely on statistics is understandable. Statistics
offerto our minds evidence which is relatively clear and easy to under-
stand. By comparison, arguments about the rights of individuals, the
natural authority of the family, and the legitimate powers of govern-
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ment are complex and do not pren ide us with answerS quickly or e ily.
But As e must remeniber that these are questions which are at t root
of our deliberations. Until these questions are answered, sta istics are
of limited use. Statisticians could not have written the Declarition of
Independence or the Constitution of the United, States, and statisti-
cians should not be depended upon, to interpret them. -

Hav ing made these observ ations for the committee's consideration,
let Hie reiterate that I ain generally Pleased with the print and I am
certain that it will be valuable to our efforts.
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